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Information Services University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522 
IMMEDIATELY SCHOLARS PRESS--A VOICE FOR SPECIALISTS 
by Cathy Brown 




state + cs + 
Two-and-a-half years ago you might have been unable to find a current research article 
concerning structural observations on parables of Jesus. For the scholar in the field of 
religious studies, that inablility was a true handicap, but Scholars Press (SP), located on 
the University of Montana campus in Missoula, is working to make sure scholarly publications 
are available to researchers in religion when they need them~ 
Dr. Robert W? Funk, director of the Center for Scholarly Publishing and Services (cSPs), 
said the cSPs, with Scholars Press as the principal part, was organized July 1, 1974, "in 
response to the unmistakable, even the traumatic, contraction of scholarly publishing." 
"Good technical works of interest to a limited audience were simply not being accepted 
by university and commercial presses," he said. "SP was thus a move to make publication 
possible where publication opportunities were being erodedo" 
The 13-member staff at the nonprofit cSPs operates SP for the benefit of about 12,000 
members of the major l~arned societies in the religious field, including the American Academy 
of Religion, the Society of Biblical Literature and the American Schools of Oriental Research. 
Other academic agencies such as the Harvard Divinity School and the American Society of 
Papyrologists also sponsor work done at SP. 
"The sponsors of Scholars Press are free, within the limits of quality and funding, to 
publjsh whatever they choose through the medium of the Scholars Press," Funk said. 
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